
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2005 
ABLONDI ROOM 

 
Attendance: Christopher C. Ross, Chair; Katherine E. Murphy, Vice-Chair; Dr. Esther 
A. H. Hopkins, Member; A. Ginger Esty, Member 
 
Staff: George P. King, Jr., Town Manager; Mark J. Purple, Assistant Town Manager; 
Matthew A. Romero, Executive Assistant 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM and reviewed the agenda. 
 
Mr. Ross noted that there would be a Comcast hearing on Monday, January 24, 2005, but 
no regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
Public Participation 
Robert Baroz 
Mr. Baroz introduced himself as the one of the founding teachers of the Charter School, 
and the current Dean of Humanities.  He was present to answer questions, but also to 
discuss the changing of the name to the Christa McAuliffe Charter School.  Mr. Baroz 
explained that the question of the name change had been proposed to the students, and the 
idea that had generated the most support was the idea to name the school after Christa 
McAuliffe, and best reflected its values. 
 
Mr. Baroz confirmed for Ms. Esty that the school was reaching out to other communities.  
Ms. Esty had Mr. Baroz clarify that the Town was not paying for every student enrolled, 
including those from other communities. 
 
Mr. Ross read the citation prepared for the Charter School. 
 
Dr. Hopkins thought it was commendable to name the school after an individual, and 
questioned whether the school would be retaining its traditional butterfly logo.  Mr. 
Baroz said that the students were designing new possibilities that would be chosen 
among. 
 
Ellen LaRose 
Ms. LaRose spoke as a Town Meeting Member from Precinct 1, and questioned the 
progress of the Housing Plan.  Mr. Ross noted that he would be appointing two members 
from the Board to work with two Planning Board designees.  The representatives would 
likely be chosen by February 3, 2005. 
 
Robert O’Neill 
Mr. O’Neill opined that hierarchical government, and not using matrix government was 
contributing inefficiencies that were leading to the proposed capital override, which he 
believed to be unnecessary.  He suggested organizing government more along a corporate 
model. 
 
Jim Rizoli 
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Mr. Rizoli discussed the taxes in the Town, and argued that the population did not take 
into account the illegal immigrants in the Town.  Ms. Esty had suggested last fall that the 
illegal residents contribute toward social security, and as such a large pool of funds 
remains untouched since they cannot withdraw it.  Ms. Esty suggested using this 
untapped fund to help educate larger communities, although this would take time and 
legislative action.  Dr. Hopkins noted that the people who own property paid taxes, so 
was unsure how illegal immigrants were evading taxes in that manner. 
 
Norma Schulman 
Ms. Schulman discussed the roadblocks transmitting election information via television 
cable.  She noted that Comcast provided helpful listings for programming for election 
programs, but RCN’s system was not so accessible.  Moreover, RCN’s broadcasting rules 
dictated that a program would only be played once.  Ms. Schulman requested that the 
Board ask RCN to adopt a more reasonable and rational schedule, and publish a schedule 
for such programming.  She also requested that the Board work with the Town Manager 
to establish a policy allowing the Town’s Government Access TV be used to broadcast 
some election activities.  Mr. Ross requested that Ms. Schulman e-mail the request in 
writing to Mr. Purple, and further asked the Policy Subcommittee to review the request 
more thoroughly.  Dr. Hopkins pointed out that the Board had no control over the 
programming or pricing of the cable companies.  Ms. Schulman agreed, but felt that by 
issuing a license to them the Town expected providing some public programming, but felt 
RCN was not meeting those expectations sufficiently.  Ms. Murphy suggested beginning 
by sending a letter to RCN requesting the issues presented by Ms. Schulman to initiate a 
dialogue. 
 
Ms. Esty noted that at the MMA conference she had completed a questionnaire 
discussing public access.  She hoped that the Policy Subcommittee would compare the 
neighboring towns’ approach.  Mr. Ross noted that a committee existed to discuss the 
matter, and Ms. Esty hoped it would include a broad approach, and not be limited strictly 
to Framingham. 
 
Ms. Paula Correia 
Ms. Correia gave an update on idling buses, noting that the Board of Health (BOH) had 
discussed the matter at their meeting the previous evening.  She thanked Ms. Esty for 
supporting the investigation of the matter, and exhibiting concern over the safety concern 
poor air quality represented.  She suggested a convening a summit to discuss the matter, 
and requested the support and blessing of the Board and the Town Manager. 
 
Ms. Esty explained that she had received an e-mail from Mr. Hugo discussing the issue, 
most specifically idling school buses violating laws by doing so.  She suggested 
examining the problem in more depth as there were many aspects to it.  She requested 
setting a time specific to examine the issue.  Ms. Murphy agreed it was in violation of the 
General Laws, but noted that the Police Chief and his staff were aware of the violations, 
and had said they would respond to calls on the matter.  Ms. Esty agreed, but felt that 
official information needed to be disseminated to the public.  Mr. King said he would 
include it in his Town Manager’s Letter for the next tax bill.  Ms. Murphy opined that the 
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joint meeting with the BOH had been productive, and Ms. Esty countered that she felt 
some follow up items had not been addressed.  Ms. Murphy thought that the concerns 
could be addressed through the Town Manager and existing Town staff.  Mr. King asked 
that Ms. Correia contact the Building Department to report nuisances, and if a complaint 
were to be made of a lack of follow up or enforcement to call him directly so he could 
investigate the matter further.  Ms. Correia wished that more could be done on the matter, 
and Ms. Murphy questioned whether recent cutbacks had resulted in lack of 
responsiveness. 
 
Dr. Hopkins opined that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) was 
responsible for this enforcement, and due to $68M budget cuts they did not have the 
resources.  Dr. Hopkins suggested that the Town request that funding be restored to the 
DEP. 
 
Consideration of a transfer request for a Common Victualer License for Anastasia Oven 
and Grill, continued (12 Union Avenue) 
Mr. Petros Kayas was present on behalf of Anastasia’s.  Ms. Murphy noted that the 
maximum seating and occupancy had been decreased by the Building Department on 
December 2, 2005, but the Fire Department’s sign-off differed.  Mr. Purple explained that 
the summary sheet reflected the accurate numbers agreed upon.  Dr. Hopkins questioned 
if the change had been agreed to, and Mr. Purple stated that he would confirm, but that 
the departments generally communicated changes amongst themselves. 
 
MOVED: To accept the common Victualer License transfer request contingent upon the 
confirmation that all departments agreed to the change in seating as presented in the 
paperwork. 
Motion: Dr. Hopkins   Second: Ms. Murphy 
VOTE: 4 – 0 
 
Consideration of a new Class I Motor Vehicle License for Framingham Ford (154 
Waverly Street and 12 Coolidge Street) 
Mr. Paul Galvani was present to represent Framingham Auto Sales d/b/a Framingham 
Ford, and Mr. Jerry Chase.  Mr. Galvani gave the background information to the Board of 
the previous owners and the ZBA’s recent rulings, which would allow for significant 
renovations to allow sale of both used and new vehicles.   
 
Dr. Hopkins and Ms. Esty questioned the addresses covered by the license as written.  
Mr. Purple stated that his understanding from the Licensing Administrator’s research was 
that the license as written would cover all of the addresses in question, as notations were 
made at the bottom. 
 
MOVED: To approve the license as presented. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Ms. Esty 
VOTE: 3 – 1 (Dr. Hopkins) 
 
Consideration of a new Common Victualer license to the Beef Grill (36 Concord Street) 
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Mr. Fabiano Vaz was present to represent both the Beef Grill and the Beef Grill 
Restaurant.  Mr. Ross questioned the similar names of both restaurants requesting 
Common Victualer licenses, and he was informed that the owners were close friends.  
Mr. Ross noted the paperwork was in order. 
 
MOVED: To approve the new Common Victualer license as requested. 
Motion: Ms. Esty   Second: Ms. Murphy 
VOTE: 4 – 0 
 
Consideration of a transfer of Common Victualer license to the Beef Grill Restaurant 
(290 Worcester Road) 
Mr. Ross asked if there were any questions about this location.  The hours were 
confirmed for Ms. Murphy by explaining there was an error on the application paperwork 
submitted.  Ms. Esty asked if a change could be made, and Mr. King explained that the 
owner could sign the amendment when picking up the license. 
 
MOVED: To approve the transfer request, amending the hours on the license to be from 
10 – 10 Monday through Sunday. 
Motion: Ms. Esty   Second: Ms. Murphy 
VOTE:  4 – 0 
 
Consideration of a statement in support for the commencement of negotiations on the 
elimination of nuclear weapons 
Mr. Ross noted that he would be taking the item out of order due to the late time.  Mr. 
Waldo B. Lyon noted that he had a statement presented to the Board, and requested its 
support.  The presenters described in detail the various types of nuclear weapons and 
deterrents currently employed by the United States.  Mr. Ross personally supported it, but 
asked the Board its preference.  Dr. Hopkins questioned how items were placed on the 
election ballot, and Mr. King explained that the language would be submitted in writing 
five weeks prior to the election.  Dr. Hopkins suggested placing it on the ballot and 
opening the issue to the entire electorate. 
 
MOVED: To modify the wording and place it on the April 5, 2005 election ballot for the 
Town’s review at large. 
Motion: Dr. Hopkins   Second: Ms. Esty 
VOTE: 4 – 0 
 
Police Department Downtown Survey 
Chief Carl was present to present an overview of the Police Department’s Downtown 
initiative.  He explained that this was a general presentation, not a detailed analysis of the 
problems and proposed initiative.  Chief Carl presented the background and history 
behind this initiative.  He noted that the area comprised 1% of the Town, but represented 
a large amount of problems.  The analysis sought both quantitative and qualitative data.  
It had been an in-person survey, contacting 136 businesses, with only one refusing to 
participate.  The responses generally came from the owner and/or manager of the stores.  
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Multi-lingual officers were present to help conduct survey.  He noted that CAD data 
reflected only reported problems, and  

1) Was able to identify trends and issues not being reported as should 
2) Was able to prioritize response to issues downtown in response to survey 

 
Ms. Esty questioned if there were any policy or regulation changes that the Board could 
help with.  Chief Carl felt that that the existing policies and by-laws were comprehensive, 
but that they needed to be prioritized and regulated differently. 
 
Mr. Ross questioned about the round-table group discussing gangs, and wanted to 
reassure folks that work was being done to address this matter.  Ms. Esty explained that 
she had attended a seminar on gangs, and suggested tapping into some of the resources 
she had discovered there. 
 
Dr. Hopkins asked if any of the lodging houses currently under discussion overlapped 
with the mapped target area provided by Chief Carl.  Ms. Esty noted that a lodging house 
was defined as such when individuals had remained for over 30 days.  She brought up the 
shelter, and Chief Carl noted that it was difficult to keep track of the persons, since they 
often were homeless.  Ms. Esty wondered if the rules and regulations were being 
followed, including the kicking out of those lawbreakers. 
 
Ms. Murphy complimented the officers on their work and efforts. 
 
Committee on Town-Owned Buildings Report 
Mr. Bill Haberman, Chair of the Task Force on Town-Owned Buildings, made a 
presentation to the Board of the recommendations made by the Task Force.  He began 
with background information of the Task Force’s inception.  He noted that the committee 
had had 13 meetings and conducted two building tours.  He explained that the committee 
had representatives from all of the major boards and committees that had a vested interest 
in the seven Town buildings surveyed. 
 
The alternatives considered had been to: 

• Sell buildings to highest bidder 
• Sell buildings to specific categories of bidders 
• Long-term leases 
• Short-term leases 
• No changes to existing use and/or lease 

The committee agreed unanimously that the properties would be extremely difficult to 
sell, they had historical value to the community, and long-term leases for the buildings 
would be best.  The rationale was that the Town would retain the ownership of the 
property, would be relieved of maintenance and capital improvement expenses, and there 
would be some potential for revenue through the lease agreement.  The committee had 
met with the current tenant of the buildings under review to gather information.   
 
The recommendations were: 
Danforth Building 

January 20, 2005 - 5 - 



The task force unanimously recommended that the Town enter into negotiations with the 
Danforth Museum for a long-term lease of not less than fifty years, possibly with 25-year 
renewal options, for the front section of the building that they currently occupy; and to 
enter into negotiations with the Boys and Girls Club for a long-term lease of up to fifty 
years (25 years would be a minimum acceptable to them) for the Danforth Gym portion 
of the building.  We realize that these leases will likely have to go out to bid to satisfy 
procurement requirements. 
 
Maynard Office Building 
The task force unanimously recommended that the Town should issue an RFP for a long 
term lease of fifty years for the Maynard Office Building.  The RFP and lease model 
should be structured using as a model the existing Lincoln Medical Center building lease, 
with some considerations being given to the level of building repairs that will be 
required. 
 
Old Edgell Library 
Academy Building 
Village Hall 
The task force unanimously recommended that the Town enter into negotiations with the 
Framingham Historical Society and Museum for the lease of the Academy Building, Old 
Edgell Library, and Village Hall for a term of not less than fifty years, possibly with 25-
year renewal options, conditional upon an agreement between FHSM and the 
Framingham Improvement Association.  The task force understands that that this lease 
will likely have to go out to bid to satisfy procurement requirements. 
 
Athenaeum Hall 
The task force unanimously recommended that the Town enter into negotiations with the 
Friends of Saxonville for the lease of Athenaeum Hall for the term of not less than fifty 
years, possibly with 25-year renewal options.  The task force understands that this lease 
will likely have to go out to bid to satisfy procurement requirements. 
 
Hollis Street Community Center 
The task force unanimously recommended that the Town should issue an RFP for a long 
term lease of fifty years for the Hollis Street Community Center, conditional upon the 
Boys and Girls Club accepting a lease from the Town for the Danforth Gym space.  The 
RFP and lease model should be structured on the existing Lincoln Medical Center 
building lease. 
 
Ms. Esty said she believed an agreement did not need to go out for RFP the way a lease 
would.  Mr. Haberman said the he received the information from the Chief Procurement 
Officer, Mr. Purple.  Mr. Purple confirmed his statement, and Ms. Esty asked that he 
confirm that with Counsel. 
 
Dr. Hopkins questioned the keeping of records in the Danforth Building, and the 
conditions necessary.  Mr. Haberman pointed out that records retention and proper 
disposal of records was a large problem, and Mr. King concurred. 
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Ms. Esty thanked the committee for its thorough report, and applauded the Town’s 
retention of the buildings due to their historical value.   
 
Mr. Bob Snyder – EDIC rep.  Chair of EDIC wrote to the Board noting that the EDIC 
was very interested in the Town-owned buildings, including the developing of the 
downtown buildings into a cultural complex.  The EDIC had people experienced in 
development and finance. 
 
Ms. Mary Lane Sullivan, president of the Framingham Improvement Association (FIA) 
wanted to thank the Task Force for the report.  She cautioned the recommendation of the 
historical society and museum to take over the three buildings.  She explained that they 
had been in negotiations with the Historical Society for some time, and they had not been 
very fruitful; however she was hopeful that they would come to an agreement.  Ms. 
Murphy questioned that the Association wanted to keep the same relationship, whether as 
a separate entity, or as a part of the historical society remained to seen, but they felt the 
hall should continue to be used as it had been in the past.  Ms. Esty did not feel that the 
FIA should be pressured into agreeing to something it did not wholeheartedly endorse.  
She felt that the Town should expect from time to time to invest something into these 
buildings, and felt they kept good care of the building, and applauded them for it. 
 
A representative from the Danforth Museum was present, and offered that the Board of 
Trustees agreed that it would qualify for grants as Mr. Haberman had noted.  Feels the 
museum can play a central role in the revitalization of the downtown area.   
 
Mr. Harris agreed with much of what was said, and felt that they were ready to take on 
the task of restoring the buildings.  He looked forward to the Historical Society as a 
growing organization, and pointed out that they were at the point where thousands of 
people are being brought into the programs, and are expanding throughout the Town.  
Looked forward to working with the Town.  Ms. Esty suggested using the corridor cases 
in the Memorial Hall lobby as a revolving display. 
 
Ms. Diane Throop Chair of School Committee drew the Board’s attention to a letter sent 
that included the SC’s vote. 
 
Ms. Elsa Hornfischer, the Chair of the START Partnership recognized that it was a 
difficult time for the taxpayers in the community, but urged Board to recognize that arts 
and culture were essential to the spirit of the Town, much like good schools.  She 
promised that they were going to be looking and had been looking for ways to improve 
arts and culture.   
 
Mr. Ross thanked the committee, and noted that some recommendations would be easier 
to move on quickly, and that others would require more careful study. 
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Dr. Hopkins questioned the ADA requirements, and Mr. King noted that the Disability 
Commission and the Town were working to generate a new proposal, as the last one had 
been rejected.   
 
Consideration of appointment of Acting Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 
Mr. King noted that the recruitment process for a new CFO had begun, but warned that it 
might take some time to find one, especially since few Towns had a CFO in a similar 
sense.  Mr. King suggested appointing Mr. Richard Howarth, the Town Accountant, as 
the Acting CFO, which was a role that he had filled four years prior.  He believed it 
required the concurrence of the Board.  Ms. Esty agreed with the decision, but wondered 
whether the subject should be referred to the Government Study Committee (GSC).  Mr. 
King pointed out that they had written the CFO Act 8 years prior, but did not see a 
problem with referring it to the GSC.  He was unsure, however, if the GSC was the best 
committee to view the issue, or whether the Finance Committee might be better suited.  
Mr. King felt overall that the emphasis on an overall management and budgeting skills 
versus a specific financial background made it difficult to find a qualified CFO. 
 
MOVED: To ask the Finance Committee’s opinion on what changes could be or should 
be made to the CFO Act. 
Motion: Ms. Esty   Second: Dr. Hopkins 
VOTE: 4 – 0 
 
MOVED: To appoint Mr. Howarth to the position of Acting CFO as recommended by the 
Town Manager. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Dr. Hopkins 
VOTE: 4 – 0 
 
Town Manager’s Report 
FY 2006 Operating Budget Initial Overview 
Mr. King noted that by by-law the operating budget was not required to be submitted 
until the end of February.  The final budget would be presented then, but he presented 
some of the preliminary indications to the Board.  He noted that the total revenue in 
FY2005 was approximately $169M, with FY2006 projected at about $173M.   
 
Sex Offender Letters 
Mr. King listed the follow up that had occurred on the sex offender matter since the 
Board last met.  Ms. Esty suggested rephrasing the letter to the Advocates.  Mr. Ross 
suggested involving the state officials that designate sex offenders.  Ms. Esty requested 
having the police officer in charge of walking routes and bus routes for children invited.  
She felt that Lt. Wuorio should be asked for recommendations of who should be invited.  
The topic was scheduled for discussion on February 17, 2005.  
 
Wayside Building Permit 
Mr. King drew the Board’s attention to Town Counsel’s memo following up on the 
reason for the deadline. 
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MetroWest Growth Management (MWGM) 
Mr. King had included a concept letter being sent by MWGM to the Boston MPO trying 
to obtain funding to interconnect some of the regional transportation services such as the 
commuter rail, LIFT and the Natick Neighborhood bus. 
 
Selectmen’s Reports  
Ms. Murphy 
She informed the Board that the ad hoc committee to look over capital projects had been 
put together.  The first meeting was held to organize the committee and discuss its 
charge.  They discussed the mission of the committee, and what information would be 
needed.  Mr. King would participate as often as possible at the committee meetings.  
There had been some discussion of whether the committee was to be looking at the 
capital projects as requested or the capital budgeting process. 
 
Ms. Murphy explained that she and Mr. Ross had both attended a housing summit with 
the Arc of Innovation. 
 
Ms. Murphy noted that the MetroWest Medical Center Natick Campus had been 
designated as a Stroke Center.   
 
Dr. Hopkins 
Dr. Hopkins noted that she had attended a seminar on benchmarking MMA conference. 
 
Framingham Advisory Committee met with the Natick Advisory Committee about the 
MetroWest Medical Center.  The paperwork and agreement had been finalized and 
signed, and everyone was pleased with the results.  She discussed concerns about health 
care disparities and the “invisibility” of blacks with health care services. 
 
Dr. Hopkins explained that her intention was to announce at last week’s meeting that she 
would not be running for a third term for Selectman, but since it had been cancelled she 
had informed the newspaper first.  Ms. Murphy felt that Dr. Hopkins had been a 
tremendous strength on the Board, and that it would be a loss to the Board.  Ms. Esty 
thanked Dr. Hopkins for serving as a Chair for the Board, and making history in so doing. 
 
Ms. Esty 
Ms. Esty wondered if the Town could look into the voting place at the McCarthy School, 
namely one of the ramps to access the location.  She wondered if some changes could be 
made in order to accommodate individuals, even though it technically conforms to code.  
Dr. Hopkins suggested having election workers present to help people down the ramp.  
Ms. Murphy suggested using an absentee ballot. 
 
Mr. Ross 
Mr. Ross read a proclamation for Ruth Smith congratulating her on her 80th birthday.   
 
Executive Session 
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MOVED: To move into Executive Session for the purposes of discussing a criminal 
investigation.  The Board would not be returning to open session. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Dr. Hopkins 
VOTE: 4 – 0 (roll call vote) 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Charles J. Sisitsky, Clerk 
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